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I already have passwords, what else is there?

Understanding how you are vulnerable is crucial

Cyber crime, including phishing scams, malware, theft, and data breaches, is
increasingly putting both individuals and businesses at risk. Unfortunately, the
most common protection method - passwords - is the #1 cause of data breaches.
Why? Because using strong passwords often feels too difficult and frustrating. 

People - at home and work - often deal with the password issue by using
shortcuts. They use easy-to-remember, simple passwords that are easy to guess,
the same password across all accounts, or they write them on a sticky note stuck to
the side of their monitor, under their keyboard, or in a desk drawer. 
Sound like someone you know...or a method you've used? 

Those methods seem like an easy way to avoid the work of creating, remembering,
and using secure passwords, but they make it easy for cyber criminals to do their
damage. Read over these 8 tips to see how you can improve your practices to
avoid losing everything in a cyber-attack.

Financial accounts, Social Security numbers, sensitive documents, personal
information, passwords, and identity are stored online - they ALL run the risk of
being hacked. Hackers target PII in virtually every single breach and earn billions of
dollars each year from this information.
Even worse - in Pennsylvania (and many other states), you'll be on the hook for
any costs resulting from a data breach. Never mind how hard you'd have to work to
build up your customers' trust after being responsible for leaking their sensitive
information.

Your personally identifiable information (known as PII) and financial
information are some of your most valuable assets. 
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Manual password management just doesn't work.

Passwords are the #1 cause of data breaches and cyber theft.

Cyber theft and data breaches against businesses of ALL sizes are increasing.

A single employee's password can take down an entire company - in fact, that was
exactly what happened to the Colonial Pipeline. You need to use strong, complex
passwords that aren't easily guessed. 
Think about it: one-half of login information (the username) is often an email address
- which is public information. That username is used across many different accounts,
which means that hackers only need to guess the user's password to gain full access.
As soon as a thief discovers that password, they'll try it on every account they can
access. If you use the same email and password with multiple accounts, you're sunk.
You'll be chasing down fraudulent accounts and logins for months and years to come.

Manually generating, tracking, and managing high-strength passwords isn't worth it. It's
difficult, time-consuming, error-prone (have you ever tried typing in one of those long
lines of nonsense characters?!), and often leads to frustration and a lack of productivity. 
Common password solutions like memorization, tracking via sticky notes, or storing in a
spreadsheet aren't just inefficient - they're a breach waiting to happen! 
Think about how many people may "accidentally" glance over at your desk
throughout the day - from coworkers to maintenance to deliveries. It wouldn't take
more than a quick picture or a few keystrokes to open the file likely named 'passwords'.
It's not much different from locking your door and leaving the key dangling from the
doorknob or under the welcome mat.

A simple tip to implement: always have employees lock their computer before
walking away (even to the restroom) - it's as simple as pressing 2 keys: Windows + L

As of 2021, every 11 seconds, a business is hit by a malware attack. 
5 attacks have occurred since you began reading this report. You simply can't afford to
assume you won't be a target. What makes malware SO dangerous is that it can not only
damage your device(s), but also steal and sell your usernames and passwords
and encrypt your data so that you can't access it - sometimes even after you pay the
ransom. 
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Businesses need better protection.

But not all password managers are created equal.

Multi-factor authentication (MFA) - it's like a deadbolt.

Consider a dedicated password manager - whether or not it's ours.

Look for a password manager that makes using strong passwords easy, enables you
to use a multi-factor authenticator (MFA), enables automatic account logins, and
supports a broad range of devices. 

Multi- (or two-)factor authentication adds a layer of security - much like engaging a
deadbolt in addition to locking your door. It requires users to pass a biometric scan,
enter a code sent as a text message, or provide a code from a physical or virtual one-
time passcode generator. One of our favorites is Google Authenticator.

To keep your passwords truly secure, nothing beats a password manager. Rather
than some cobbled-together halfway methods, a password manager incorporates
everything you need to ensure your business' safety & security. 
Password managers provide secure, encrypted storage of both usernames and
passwords. Beyond that, a comprehensive password manager can also generate
extremely strong passwords for each account - even better, they can automatically
recognize website and securely auto-fill your login information! 
It's the best of both worlds - you can easily create strong passwords and easily use
them. You don't have to remember passwords and you don't have to struggle to enter a
long, complex password to log in to your account! Your information is stored in an
encrypted digital vault, keeping your most valuable assets safe.

Businesses need a password manager to significantly lower the risk of data breaches,
simplify secure password management, and increase productivity in an increasingly
bring-your-own-device (BYOD) workplace environment. They also need to be able to
enforce password policies and proactive monitoring of password hygiene &
practices within the workplace. 
Do you want employees to let their web browser auto-fill their password? It's handy,
but users may access the same account from their smartphone - or another device.
Imagine what happens if their phone gets lost or stolen...and what hackers may now
have access to.
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Is your network completely secured against cybercriminals? 

What security and backup plans do you have if your passwords are
compromised? What if an employee's computer is infected with malware?
Are your employees bringing their own device(s) to work? 

Are they able to access work information or email on their smart phone? 

Are your employees freely using the internet to access gambling sites, look for
other jobs, personal shopping, or check social media and personal email? Do
you know to what extent? 

Are you violating any PCI, HIPAA, or other data-privacy laws, even accidentally?
It's easy to violate one without even being aware - and the ramifications of
leaking that data in a breach are serious.

Are your employees storing confidential and important information on
unprotected cloud apps like Dropbox? 

If you've realized that your password & data security could use some 'beefing up' to
avoid cybercriminals gaining access to your accounts, we can help. 
Call us for an overview of how you can implement these tips easily and how
InnoTek can take them even further.

We can run a Free Dark Web Scan to see what usernames and passwords have
been exposed or a Comprehensive Risk Assessment to identify your weak spots
and customize a proactive plan to reduce or eliminate them.

Even if you have an IT person or company who set up your network, it never hurts
to get a third party to assess your cyber security risk and validate that nothing was
overlooked. We don't want to see hard-won businesses hurt by hackers; we're
here to give you the straight truth and let you decide what's best for your
company.

Okay, those are good tips. What now?

Finally, I want you to answer these questions as a self-assessment:



You're under no obligation to do or buy anything

Fred Reck
570-316-0385

 fredr@innotekcc.com

I want to be very clear - there are no expectations on our part for you to do or buy
anything when you take us up on a Free Dark Web Scan or schedule a consultation.
As a matter of fact, I give you my personal guarantee that you won't have to deal
with a pushy salesperson because I don't appreciate heavy-handed sales tactics any
more than you do. I started this company to help people work better and
that's still what we strive to do 20+ years later.

Whether or not we're the right fit for you remains to be seen. If we are, we'll
welcome the opportunity! If not, we're still more than happy to give you a head
start in protecting your company.

You’ve spent a lifetime working hard to get where you are. You earned every
penny and every client. Don't risk losing any of it. Get the facts and be certain your
business, your reputation, and your data are protected. 
Call us at 570-316-0385 or you can e-mail me personally at fredr@innotekcc.com

Dedicated to serving you,

I understand it's natural to think "we've got it covered". Yet I can practically
guarantee that there are one or more ways your business is at serious risk for hacker
attacks, data loss, and extended downtime, even if you haven't had a breach yet. There
are just too many factors to consider in this day and age to do it all yourself.

consultinnotek.com

http://www.consultinnotek.com/

